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MARY EMOGENE HAZELTINE—IN MEMORIAM 


Miss Hazeltine died at Jamestown, New York, on Friday, June 17. She was 
born at Jamestown in 1868 and returned there to live with her brother after her 
retirement in 1938. She graduated from Wellesley in 1891 and had been librar- 


ian at Jamestown for twelve years when she came to Wisconsin in 1906. 


Miss Hazeltine was head of the Wisconsin Library School during all the 
time it was conducted by the Commission 1906-1938. Through those years the 
field work of the Commission advising with local public libraries was carried 
on by the faculty of the School. Both with her students and with librarians 
with whom she worked, Miss Hazeltine was always insistent upon care and 
thoroughness in fundamentals. Good service to the public could only be built 


upon such a foundation. 


Miss Hazeltine’s contribution to library service in Wisconsin began among 


the pioneers, many of whom were still active when she came here. Her influ- 


ence continued through more than a generation. She is remembered with affec- 
tion and esteem by more than a thousand graduates of the School and by her 


colleagues throughout the state. 








94 


9:00- 9:30 
9:30-10:15 


10:30-11:15 


11:15-12:00 


12:00- 1:30 


1:30- 2:00 


2:00- 2:30 


2:80- 3:00 


3:15- 4:00 


4:00- 4:40 


10:00-11:00 





Wisconsin Library Bulletin 


SECOND ANNUAL INSTITUTE ON PUBLIC 
LIBRARY MANAGEMENT* 


PROGRAM 
MONDAY, JULY 25, 1949 
MORNING 
Registration 
Welcome 
John M. Chancellor, Chairman, Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sion—What the Commission is doing. 
Lorentz H. Adolfson, Director, Extension Division, University 
of Wisconsin 
Objectives of the Public Library Service 
Chairman: John M. Chancellor 
“Translating Objectives into Library Service” 
John Mackenzie Cory, Executive Secretary, American Library 
Association 
Discussion 
Luncheon 
AFTERNOON 
Trends Affecting Library Development 
Chairman: John R. Barton, Associate Professor of Rural Sociol- 
ogy, University of Wisconsin 
“Wisconsin’s Changing Population” 
Arthur F. Wileden, Associate Professor of Rural Sociology, 
University of Wisconsin 
“New Patterns in State and Local Government” 
M. G. Toepel, Executive Secretary, Commission on Improve- 
ment of the Educational System 
“The Impact of Recent Economic Trends” 
W. Donald Knight, Assistant Professor of Commerce and 
Director, Bureau of Business Research and Service, U. of W. 
Group Discussion Meetings, with librarians as leaders: 
“What do these Trends and Patterns mean to my Community?” 


Reports of Group Meetings and Panel Discussion 


TUESDAY, JULY 25 
MORNING 
Objectives of the Public Library Service 
Chairman: Mrs. Robert Billings, librarian, Clintonville Public 
Library 
“Wisconsin’s Problems and Goals in Library Service” 
Panel: 


* General sessions will be held in the Round Table and Old Madison Rooms, Memorial 
Union, Park and Langdon Streets, Madison. 
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. Jane Livingston, Sturgeon Bay Public Library 

. Mrs. T. H. Nammacher, Oconomowoc 

. Wm. J. Deegan, Jr., Member of Wisconsin Library Com- 

mission 

4. Robert G. Peterson, Stoughton Library Board 

5. George C. Allez, Professor of Library Science, and Direc- 
tor, Library School of University of Wisconsin 

6. Richard E. Krug, Milwaukee Public Library 


Discussion 


one 


Luncheon 
AFTERNOON 
Making Library Management Responsive to Trends 
Chairman: Robert H. Schacht, Director, Bureau of Information 
and Program Services, Extension Division, U. of W. 
“The Role of the Library in Municipal Reporting” 
Norman Gill, Director, Citizen's Governmental Research 
Bureau, Milwaukee 


“Developing Effective Publicity Materials” 

Ruth Gregory, Librarian, Waukegan Public Library, Wauke- 

gan, Illinois 
“Using the Radio Network” 

Harold A. Engel, Associate Professor of Radio Education and 
Assistant Director of State Station WHA, University of Wis- 
consin 

Panel Discussion 
Boat ride. 


WEDNESDAY, JULY 26 
MORNING 
Making Library Management Responsive to Trends 
Chairman: Robert H. Schacht 
“How to Conduct an In-Service Training Program in your 
Library” 
Harold Lancour, Associate Director, University of Illinois 
Library School 
Discussion 
Luncheon 
AFTERNOON 

Chairman: Walter S. Botsford, Director Bureau of Government, 

U. of W. Extension Division 
“Impact of Technology on Intellectual Trends” 

Howard McClusky, Director of Bureau of Studies and 
Training in Community Adult Education, University of 
Michigan 

Discussion 
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DISTRICT MEETINGS 


SOUTHWESTERN DISTRICT 
PLATTEVILLE, MAY 4 

The Southwestern District library meet- 
ing was held May 4, 1949, at Platteville 
with Clara Laughton, librarian of the Platte- 
ville Public Library, acting as chairman for 
the day. 

Fifty-three citizens, trustees and librarians 
were present from Belmont, Benton, Bos- 
cobel, Cuba City, Darlington, Fennimore, 
Livingston, Mineral Point and Montfort. 

During the morning session a brief busi- 
ness meeting was held, at which time Mrs. 
M. A. Bailey of Fennimore was elected 
president and Mrs. Gladys Birkett of Ben- 
ton secretary-treasurer for the coming year. 
The invitation to hold next year’s meeting 
in Fennimore was accepted. Announcements 
of coming activities were made by the Com- 
mission staff and Margie Sornson, executive 
secretary of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Orrilla Thompson discussed book 
selection aids and the importance of careful, 
considered buying of books and materials for 
small libraries. 

After a delightful luncheon served by the 
Congregational Guild in the church parlors, 
with music by the Platteville High School 
Girls’ Ensemble, the meeting reconvened in 
the Municipal Auditorium for a showing of 
the film, “Books and People, the Wealth 
Within,” and a panel discussion of the im- 
plications of current library legislation—both 
state and federal—upon southwestern Wis- 
consin. Margie Sornson was chairman of the 
discussion, during which Anne Farrington, 
consultant in County and Regional Exten- 
sion, Wisconsin Library Commission, pre- 
sented a brief picture of library conditions in 
Wisconsin; Miss Sornson, a summary of 
what the current legislation implies for the 
state as a whole; Mrs. Marjorie Rust, li- 
brarian at Boscobel, Mrs. Gladys Birkett, 
librarian at Benton, and Dr. Ethel Engelke, 
citizen from Belmont, and members of the 
group discussed the possible benefits for 
their communities and brought out the prob- 
able questions and doubts which they and 
the people of their communities had about 
the Wisconsin-Wide Library Idea. 


The afternoon session concluded with a 
demonstration story hour by Elizabeth Burr, 
library consultant in Children’s and Young 
People’s Services, on the staff of the Wis- 
consin Library Commission, assisted by Edna 
Butson of the Platteville staff and a group 
of Platteville kindergarten children. A.F. 


FOX RIVER VALLEY 
FOND DU LAC, MAY 10 

The Fox River Valley Library Association 
held its twenty-fifth annual meeting since 
its re-organization, at the Fond du Lac Pub- 
lic Library on May 10, 1949. 

Following registration, coffee and dough- 
nuts were served. Fifty-eight registered, rep- 
resenting twenty-four libraries and including 
four from the Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sion. 

The business meeting was called to order 
at 10:30 by Alberta Seiz, Manitowoc, presi- 
dent of the association. John P. McGallo- 
way, president of the Fond du Lac Public 
Library board, extended a welcome to the 
group. A motion was made, seconded and 
carried that the reading of the minutes be 
dispensed with. The treasurer’s report was 
read and accepted. Hazel D. Laing, Marin- 
ette, chairman of the Steering Committee, 
reported that the committee met once at 
the request of the Wisconsin Library Com- 
mission, and they voted to back the Com- 
mission in its legislative efforts. 

The nominating committee presented the 
name of Jane Livingston of Sturgeon Bay 
for president, and of Mary Malnar of Osh- 
kosh for secretary-treasurer. A unanimous 
ballot was cast to accept the slate as pre- 
sented. 

Natalie Huhn of Oshkosh extended an 
invitation to the association to meet in Osh- 
kosh next year; then in commemoration of 
the association’s fiftieth anniversary since its 
founding she read a copy of the minutes of 
the first meeting in 1899. 

‘C. B. Lester, executive secretary of the 
Wisconsin Library Commission, reported on 
the tentative Commission budget. The new 
budget, if accepted, will provide an increase 
in state funds which can be put to good 
use. Much credit was given to Margie Sorn- 
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son for her untiring efforts in interesting the 
legislators in library matters. 

Mrs. Jane Billings, Clintonville, president 
of Wisconsin Library Association, outlined 
the program of the W. L. A. convention. 
She stressed the need for the librarians in 
the state to send letters to the state legis- 
lators and to promote community interest 
in the library legislation. 

A report on the federal legislation was 
made by the federal coordinator, Alberta 
Seiz. She reported on the library demonstra- 
tion Bills, S. 130 and H. R. 874, and men- 
tioned that steps were being taken to dis- 
courage the current proposal for increased 
postal rates. 

Theodora Haman, Two Rivers, who is 
Wisconsin chairman for A. L. A. member- 
ship, urged all librarians to help reach the 
quota set for Wisconsin. 

Anne Farrington of the Library Commis- 
sion spoke on the implications of current 
library legislation and gave a brief of the 
proposal to raise the salary of the executive 
secretary of the Wisconsin Library Commis- 
sion. She told of the importance of promot- 
ing small meetings to foster discussion of 
library demonstration Bills. 


The meeting was adjourned at 11:45. Fol- 
lowing this the film, “Library Courtesy” was 
shown, and there was time to examine a 
McClurg book display, to inspect the Wis- 
consin Library Commission’s new bookmo- 
bile and to look at the display of early Fox 
River Valley Library Association programs. 


The afternoon meeting was held at the 
Elks Club where the members had luncheon. 
The program consisted of a symposium on 
in-service training, moderated by Prof. 
James Donoghue, professor of Political Sci- 
ence in the Extension Division of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. Mrs. Orrilla M. Thomp- 
son of the Library Commission treated the 
state-wide need for a training program, the 
objectives of it, and a program and the 
forms it might take. Marjorie Perham of the 
Racine Public Library told of a specific ap- 
plication which was made at Racine in a 
one-day meeting. O. W. Engelbrecht, per- 
sonnel director of Aluminum Manufactur- 
ing Company, Manitowoc, told of his firm’s 
industrial on-the-job training program, and 
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how the same principles were involved in 
library in-service training. 

Following a free discussion. period, the 
meeting adjourned. Leila Janes extended an 
invitation to the group to come to her home 
for tea. 

. Deane Drakeley 
Secretary-treasurer, 1949 meeting 


DEVILS LAKE 


LA VALLE, MAY 17 

The Devils Lake Library Conference was 
held on Tuesday, May 17, at La Valle with 
forty-three librarians and trustees from the 
District in attendance. Following the regis- 
tration at the Public Library which has been 
recently decorated, the group went on to 
the Methodist church and were cordially 
welcomed by the president of the La Valle 
library board, Mrs. Lee Pearson. Mrs. Henry 
Gleue, local librarian and secretary of the 
District, was in charge. Announcements of 
coming events were made by members of 
the Commission staff. Margie Sornson, 
W. L. A. executive secretary, reported the 
activities of that association. Mrs. Orrilla 
Thompson, public library consultant, dis- 
cussed “Evaluating Library Materials for 
Better Service,” emphasizing the need to 
examine the books, periodicals and pamph- 
lets in any library with a view to providing 
the best for the needs of the community. 
A helpful discussion of individual library 
problems followed her talk. 

Mrs. Frances Perry, librarian at Black 
River Falls and District president, conducted 
a brief business meeting. 

A delicious luncheon was served by the 
Methodist ladies, following by a roll call 
of libraries. The librarians told of an effec- 
tive activity of their library during the past 
year. The La Valle School Chorus, directed 
by Mrs. Glen Apple, sang folk songs of 
many lands. 

Margie Sornson was chairman of a dis- 
cussion on “The Implications of Library 
Legislation.” Participating in the discussion 
were Anne Farrington, consultant in Coun- 
ty and Regional Extension; Mrs. H. B. 
Quimby, Reedsburg trustee; Marjorie Davies, 
librarian at Wisconsin Dells; Anna J. Stev- 
ens, librarian at Baraboo; Mrs. Orville Gerth 
and Mrs. B. F. Queerhammer, of Cazenovia, 
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both representing the community without 
library service. There was a spirited discus- 
sion with many questions and comments 
from the whole group. 

Arlene Marshall, librarian at Reedsburg, 
was elected president of the group and 
Marjorie Davies, Wisconsin Dells, secretary. 
An invitation from the Reedsburg librarian 
and trustees to hold the conference there 
next spring was accepted. 

At the close of the program there was an 
hour for friendly talk at the tea at the li- 
brary. The Commission bookmobile added 
interest to the meeting and carried a small 
exhibit of recent juvenile and adult books. 

—O.M.T. 


WEST CENTRAL 
SPARTA, MAY 18 

The West Central District Library meet- 
ing was held at the Sparta Free Library 
on May 18 with approximately 65 in at- 
tendance. 

After a cordial welcome by Mr. Z. S. 
Rice, president of the Sparta library board, 
Mrs. Orrilla Thompson of the Commission 
Staff talked to the group about principles 
of book selection, and recent adult books. 
Alice Hagar, librarian of the La Crosse State 
Teachers College, discussed recent children’s 
books. 

Luncheon was served in the Congrega- 
tional Church, with music by the Sparta 
High School Choral group. 

The afternoon was devoted to an informal 
discussion of the “Implications of Current 
Library Legislation in Our Community.” 
Margie Sornson acted as chairman, with 
Muriel Fuller, La Crosse, Mrs. B. M. Smith, 
Blair, Mrs. John Rudkin, Cataract, Mr. C. D. 
Lehman of Sparta and Anne Farrington, 
Madison, as participants. 

It was encouraging to see the spontaneous 
response and interest of the group to the 
discussion of the problems involved in the 
development of the Wisconsin-Wide Library 
Idea. AF. 


INDIAN HEAD—FORMERLY 
NORTHWESTERN 
EAU CLAIRE, MAY 20 
Sixty-eight librarians and trustees from 
the Northwestern District Library Associa- 
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tion gathered at the Eau Claire Public Li- 
brary on Friday, May 20, for their spring 
meeting. After a brief social time over coffee 
and doughnuts, the meeting was called to 
order with Juanita Walker, children’s li- 
brarian. Superior Public Library, presiding. 
The guests were welcomed by Mrs. F. W. 
Thomas, president of the board of trustees 
of the Eau Claire Public Library. 

Announcements of coming events were 
made by Commission staff members. Anne 
Farrington spoke on the results, to date, of 
library legislation and the needs of Wiscon- 
sin libraries. There was a short discussion 
period. Dorothy L. Last, Treasurer of 
W. L. A., gave a report of activities and 
plans. 

Mrs. Ruth Wieber, librarian at Ladysmith, 
was chairman of the Library Clinic. Partici- 
pating were Doris Pitzer, Barron, Dorothy 
Last, Rice Lake, and many other librarians 
in the group raised questions which were 
troubling them. The discussion pointed to 
the need for the consideration of basic re- 
organization so that more time might be 
spent on service to the public rather than 
on the time-consuming details behind the 
scenes. 

Book exhibits had been arranged in the 
reference room by A. C. McClurg & Com- 
pany and E. M. Hale & Company, and op- 
portunity was given to visit these as well as 
the bookmobile. 

A dainty luncheon was served by the 
Episcopal Guild followed by a brief busi- 
ness meeting. Officers elected were Luella 
Cernahan, Chippewa Falls, president; Doris 
Pitzer, Barron, vice-president and Grace 
Hacker, Superior, secretary-treasurer. There 
was no invitation for the conference next 
spring. If any librarian would like to extend 
an invitation she may contact the president 
of the District, or the Library Extension Of- 
fice of the Commission. 

Action was taken to change the name of 
the district from Northwestern to Indian 
Head District. It was the feeling of the 
group that the new name was more pic- 
turesque and colorful. 

Returning to the library, the group was 
entertained and informed on the subject of 
library displays, by Sarah L. Wallace of the 
Minneapolis Public Library. Miss Wallace 
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illustrated her talk with examples of her 
work. 
Elizabeth Burr discussed new books of 
the season for children. 
The meeting adjourned at 4 o'clock. 
O.M.T. 


WISCONSIN VALLEY 
STEVENS POINT, MAY 21 


The library staff and trustees of the 
Stevens Point Public Library entertained 
sixty-one members of the Wisconsin Valley 
Library Conference on Saturday, May 21. 
Following registration and a social time over 
coffee and doughnuts the group was wel- 
comed by Mrs. Leone Hahn, president of the 
Stevens Point library board. Edna Wu, An- 
tigo, president of the District, was in charge. 
Dorothea Krause, Wausau, vice-president of 
W. L. A., spoke on “Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation Looks Ahead.” A discussion led by 
Mrs. Orrilla Thompson and Anne Farring- 
ton of the Commission Staff, and Margie 
Sornson, W. L. A. executive secretary, on 
“Implications of Current Library Legislation 
in Our Community” brought out some of 
the questions which were troubling librar- 
ians and trustees. 

Miss Wu called on representatives from 
the libraries in the District to tell of their 
effective library contacts during the year. 

A. C. McClurg & Company had an ex- 
hibit of books arranged by Mr. Andreen. 
There was time to inspect it, and to visit 
the Commission bookmobile. 

Luncheon was served at the Hotel Whit- 
ing, and the afternoon session was held in 
the auditorium of the Hardware Mutual 
Casualty Company. 

Dr. Warren G. Jenkins, professor of his- 
tory, Central State Teachers College, spoke 
first on the afternoon program. He was fol- 
lowed by Elizabeth Burr, of the Commission 
Staff, who discussed new books for children. 


At the business meeting held at the close 
of the program the following officers were 
elected: Mrs. Edna Kraft, Merrill, president; 
Selma Bartman, Marshfield, vice-president; 
Violet Behrens, Merrill, secretary; and Mrs. 
Kay Biwer, Wausau, treasurer. The group 
accepted the invitation to hold next year’s 
meeting at Merrill. O.M.T. 
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SECOND CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
PORTAGE, MAY 24 


Forty-six librarians, board members, and 
guests registered at a meeting of the Second 
Congressional Library District of Wisconsin, 
May 24, 1949, at the Zona Gale Breese 
Memorial Library, Portage. 


This District meeting was an informal 
dedication of the Zona Gale home which 
had been donated to the city of Portage for 
a library. The remodeling consisted of tear- 
ing out walls, rebuilding, redecorating, all 
new fluorescent lighting, attractive tile floor- 
ing, beautiful pastel shades for walls, ail 
new shelving in light natural wood, and a 
beautiful children’s room upstairs. Another 
interesting feature of the library is a room 
that wasn’t renovated but keeps its old fash- 
ioned charm—The Memorial Room. 


The new bookmobile, donated by the 
First District Federation of Women’s Clubs 
to the State Library Commission, was on 
demonstration. Mr. Lester explained to the 
group that the bookmobile shelves about 
1500 books, cost $3,200, runs 20 miles to a 
gallon of gasoline. The program for the 
balance of the year would be demonstrations 
at county fairs, District meetings, and Wo- 
men’s Clubs meetings. 

Mrs. Ruth Swenson, Portage librarian, act- 
ed as hostess and chairman of the meeting, 
introducing the first speaker, Mayor H. B. 
Stowers, who welcomed the guests, leaving 
the message that the cooperation of librarians 
is essential. 


Allie Freeman of Horicon was unanimous- 
ly elected secretary of the Second Congres- 
sional District for 1950. 


Announcements were made by Anne Far- 
rington, Elizabeth Burr, Mrs. Thompson, 
and Mrs. Billings of the Institute at Madi- 
son in July; Governors’ Conference May 
26th; Green Lake Workshop in September, 
and the Annual Library meeting in Milwau- 
kee June 9, 10, and 11. 

Our next speaker was Dorothy Krause, 
Vice President of the W. L. A., who ex- 
plained the library Bills up before the State 
Legislature and made special appeals to li- 
brarians to write and have their friends write 
to their respective senators. 

Mrs. Veslak, Mrs. Billings, and Dorothy 
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Krause were three long distance guests of 
the meeting. 

Elizabeth Burr in charge of the program 
used the theme “Young People’s Reading,” 
distinguishing between that and children’s 
reading. Assisting her were Helen Rhymes, 
English teacher of Portage High School and 
Freda Wright, high school librarian. Miss 
Rhymes talked on high school seniors and 
their reading. The topics they had been in- 
terested in were “Race Prejudice,” “Russia,” 
and “Juvenile Delinquency.” From their 
reading they had compared books and 
movies, and had found out that the book 
is tue basic thing whereas a movie is an 
emotional spotlight on reading. From Freda 
Wright, the high school librarian, we learned 
that teaching some people to read is im- 
possible. They feel they won’t need to read 
after leaving high school. All they'll care 
to learn theyll get from television, radio, 
and the movies. 

The afternoon speakers were Assembly- 
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man Arnie F. Betts, and Dr. Fulner Mood 
of California who has been spending the 
last few months in Madison writing a biog- 
raphy of Frederick Jackson Turner at the 
invitation of the State Historical Society. 

Mr. Betts in a very interesting manner 
explained the work the State Legislature is 
now doing in Madison regarding education 
laws: consolidation of schools in Wisconsin, 
the rule of attending high school until a 
child is 16 years of age, the new University 
Library, the addition of a new wing to the 
Historical Library, the raises in salaries of 
the Library Commission secretary, and the 
total financial requests by state department 
heads. 

Margie Sornson was introduced to the 
meeting. 

A turkey dinner was served at Hotel 
Raulf in Portage during the noon hour. 


Sophia Gurske 
Sec’y pro tem 





NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


GOVERNOR’S CONFERENCE ON 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

The needs of Wisconsin’s children and 
youth were examined by 1,300 delegates to 
the two-day Governor’s Conference on Chil- 
dren and Youth held in Madison May 26-27. 
From the nineteen panel discussions in every 
area that touches children and youth, recom- 
mendations came to be sent to the leaders of 
the 1950 White House Conference. 96 State 
and National organizations cooperated in 
the Conference. 

Dr. Ellen Winston, Commissioner of Pub- 
lic Welfare in North Carolina, keynoted 
the Conference with her plea for “mobiliz- 
ing now all available resources in behalf of 
children.” She pointed out that “technical 
knowledge of children and their needs is 
far ahead of what we are doing.” With the 
theme of the 1950 White House Conference 
being The Child, His Family and His Com- 
munity, Dr. Winston explained that the ap- 
proach would be concerned with fact finding 
as to children’s needs, coming from the 
states’ reports, with people everywhere 
knowing these facts and with the equaliza- 
tion of children’s opportunities everywhere; 


then determining immediate and long time 
goals, and finally, action. “The needs of 
children,” she said, “and the basic methods 
for meeting them are essentially the same 
wherever they live.” 

Juanita Luck, representing the U. S. Chil- 
dren’s Bureau and on the committee plan- 
ning the 1950 White House Conference, told 
briefly of the history of the previous four 
conferences and emphasized that youth will 
participate both in planning and in the Con- 
ference itself. The Governor of Minnesota, 
Luther W. Youngdahl, spoke Friday morn- 
ing on the “Conservation of Youth,” telling 
of Minnesota’s plan for its youth and making 
a plea for conserving this great resource of 
America. 

Reports of the interchange of views on 
children’s needs and how to meet them that 
had been recorded in the two sessions of 
the panels, were made to the entire confer- 
ence Friday afternoon. These reports and 
recommendations are to be printed in the 
Proceedings and will be available by the 
middle of June. 

The panel on Recreation and Group Work 
Programs for Children and Youth was at- 
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tended by Ruby Roeder and Norma Rath- 
bun; How can the Rural Community Pro- 
vide Adequate Child Welfare Service, by 
Lila Burnett, Alice Schowalter, Rose John- 
son, Connie Gall, Anne Farrington, (Eliza- 
beth Burr participated); The role of the 
State in Developing County Child Welfare 
Services, by Jennie T. Schrage; How to 
Meet the Needs of Children for Normal 
Growth and Development, Ione Nelson; 
Helping Parents to Understand the Child 
and His Needs, by Orrilla M. Thompson, 
Martha Petty and Margie Sornson. May Hart, 
Neenah, and Paul Gratke, Milwaukee, also 
attended the Conference. There may have 
been other librarians at the meeting but we 
didn’t happen to meet them. 





READING AND LIBRARY SERVICE 
WISCONSIN CONGRESS P. T. A.— 
GREEN BAY 

“May adventures in good reading be the 
privilege of every child in Wisconsin,” was 
the subject of a symposium Friday morning, 
April 29, at a sectional meeting, presided 
over by Mrs. Charles Veslak, chairman of 
the Reading and Library Service Committee. 

Norma Rathbun, chief of the Children’s 
department, Milwaukee Public Library, 
opened the discussion with a talk on “Meet- 
ing the challenge in good reading for our 
children—a common sense approach to com- 
ics.” She suggested that good reading for 
boys and girls is a cooperative task for par- 
ents, children’s librarians, and teachers; that 
the best approach is to make good books 
available, select books to fit age and reading 
level, and to share books by reading aloud 
and discussion. The need for a study course 
for parents and the need for training teach- 
ers to know children’s books was brought 
out. 

Eugene Rector, research student in the 
department of Rural Sociology, University of 
Wisconsin, reported on the survey of public 
libraries that he has been working on under 
the direction of John Barton, Rural Sociology 
professor. The survey has attempted to eval- 
uate the public library in Wisconsin by find- 
ing out where they are, what size, how 
many, how do they fit into the community, 
what personnel, and something about the 
library boards. Of the 293 libraries in the 
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state, 68% or 201 are in communities of 
2,500 or less, serving rural Wisconsin. The 
average operating budget in the libraries 
serving under 2,500 people is $989.00,- in 
those under 1,000, $457.00. In the libraries 
under 2,500 $396 is spent annually for 
books; in libraries serving under 1,000, $155 
is spent annually for books. Mr. Rector 
showed maps of library service, showing 
the unserved areas and the possibility of li- 
brary extension through county libraries 
where population and taxing valuation is 
sufficient, and multi-county service where 
it will be necessary to combine several coun- 
ties. The survey has shown that in the urban 
areas there is adequate service as against 
the rural areas where there is limited service 
or unserved areas. 


“One fourth of the state’s population is 
without legal access to public library serv- 
ice,” stated Mrs. Robert Billings, president 
of the Wisconsin Library Association, and 
librarian at the Clintonville Public Library. 
Both the need for voluntary education and 
equal opportunity for urban and rural peo- 
ple are axiomatic in considering this situa- 
tion. County library systems have been sug- 
gested in the Wisconsin-Wide Library Idea 
as a way to help, providing book collections, 
inter-library loans, films, bookmobile serv- 
ice, cost-saving without taking away local 
autonomy. Parents and teachers as interested 
citizens can help in seeing to it that their 
libraries have an adequate budget to make 
the library a dynamic force in making a 
well-informed citizenry. 


“Guiding the child in worth-while library 
experiences,” was the topic discussed by 
Mrs. Olga Breuer, Shawano school prin- 
cipal. Mrs. Breuer traced the child’s library 
experiences from the time his mother, in the 
hospital for his birth, is served by hospital 
libraries, through the years of pre-school 
story hours, reading readiness for kinder- 
garten and primary days, and the use of 
materials and training in the use of libraries 
in his intermediate years. She suggested the 
need for public librarians to keep up with 
the latest techniques in teaching reading and 
the possibility of them attending teacher- 
pupil planning sessions and school meetings. 
Mrs. Breuer ended with the plea of training 
a generation of fathers and mothers in order 
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that we will have fathers and mothers that 
will make library experiences available to 
all children. 

Mrs. Margie Sornson Malmberg, executive 
secretary of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion, spoke to the point of “What is the 
parents’ responsibility in achieving a well 
rounded library program?” She told of her 
experiences with legislators who do not 
know library service as anything but a re- 
creational depot, and how she has used their 
experience with the Legislative Reference 
Library to show them what is meant. They 
are interested in better educational facili- 
ties but insist that their local constituents 
must express the need for better library 
service. Support was asked for on local levels 
for the Library Demonstration Bill 311-A, 
which is being supported on a state level 
by the Wisconsin Congress of Parents and 
Teachers. 

Library service to rural people was high- 
lighted at the State Congress of P. T. A. 
Meeting at Green Bay, April 28 and 29, by 
display of three of the Bookmobiles that are 
in service in Wisconsin at present. Marinette, 
Brown and Shawano County Bookmobiles 
were exhibited, both at Washington Junior 
High School and at the Northland Hotel, 
Conference headquarters. 


THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION OF 
WAYNE UNIVERSITY OFFERS AUDIO- 
VISUAL MATERIALS AND THE 
LIBRARY: A SUMMER SESSION 
COURSE FOR LIBRARIANS 
JULY 5-15, 1949 

The course will treat various aspects of 
audio-visual materials, equipment, and serv- 
ices applicable to the library. There will be 
opportunity to preview all types of films, 
and to examine and operate equipment such 
as projectors, recorders, and transcription 
players. Study will be given such items as: 

Administering film and record collections 
in libraries 

Use of audio-visual materials in children’s 
programs 

Utilization of materials in and out of the 
library 

Types of audi-visual materials for library 
use 

The film in library public relations 
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Radio, television, and the library 

Sponsored films 

Film sources. 

The instructor will be Kurtz Myers, chief 
of the Audio-Visual department of the De- 
troit Public Library and member of the 
American Library Association’s Audio-Visual 
Board. Visiting lecturers will assist Mr. My- 
ers. Field trips and work with actual library 
audio-visual facilities will be used to em- 
phasize the practical aspects of the field. 

Housing available on the university cam- 
pus. For additional information write: Ar- 
thur Stenius, Wayne University, Detroit 1, 
Michigan. 


At the invitation of the Wisconsin Li- 
brary Commission staff, Mildred Batchelder, 
A. L. A. executive secretary of the Division 
of Libraries for Children and Young Peo- 
ple, spent the week of May 2-6 in Madison. 
Her schedule included visits to the Madison 
Free Library; some of the elementary and 
high school libraries of the city; Miss Leary 
and Mr. Falk of the Madison schools; Mrs. 
Barton of the Vocational and Adult Educa- 
tion department; the library supervisors of 
the Department of Public Instruction and 
the Wisconsin Library Commission staff. 
Miss Batchelder talked to the University of 
Wisconsin Library School class on Tuesday 
morning. Thursday afternoon a conference 
was held with Miss Batchelder, Miss New- 
man, Miss Vold and the Commission staff. 
Friday Miss Batchelder sat in on the Wis- 
consin Cooperative Educational Planning 
Program, State-wide Library Committee 
meeting. Elizabeth Burr, Orrilla Thompson 
and ‘Margie Sornson are public library rep- 
resentatives on this Committee. 


INTERNATIONAL YOUTH LIBRARY 


The American Library Association has an- 
nounced a $20,000 two-year grant received 
from the Rockefeller Foundation to estab- 
lish an International Youth Library in Mu- 
nich. 

The objectives of the International Youth 
Library will be: first to establish a library 
of children’s books from many countries, 
and, second, to illustrate the contribution 
which such a youth library can make in the 
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promotion of better international under- 
standing. 

Mrs. Jella Lepman, who is known for 
establishing international youth book ex- 
hibits, will serve as initial director and 
adviser of the library. Selected children’s 
books in many languages will be brought 
together in the building which the Bavarian 
government has already donated for the use 
of the International Youth Library. These 
books will be used by children and young 
people in Munich and also by adults inter- 
ested in youth. 

Mrs. Lepman and Friends of the Inter- 
national Youth Library believe that it will 
demonstrate methods by which such li- 
braries not only in Germany but in many 
countries can contribute fundamentally to 
better international understanding. 

Margaret Scoggin, librarian of the Nathan 
Straus Young People’s Branch of the New 
York Public Library, has accepted the Amer- 
ican Library Association’s invitation to spend 
two months this summer in the study of 
young people’s reading in Germany. She will 
consult with Mrs. Lepman concerning plans 
for the International Youth Library. Miss 
Scoggin will represent the A. L. A. Division 
of Libraries for Children and Young People. 

The International Relations Committee of 
the A. L. A. Division of Libraries for Chil- 
dren and Young People will serve as the 
clearing house for information on types of 
books desirable as gifts. Jean Thomson, 
Public Libraries, Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 
is chairman of the committee. 





WORKERS’ EDUCATION TRAINING 
COURSE 


The University of Wisconsin School for 
Workers has announced plans for the Work- 
ers’ Education Training Course for this sum- 
mer on the Campus, July 3 to 30. The course 
is open to local labor education chairmen 
and committee members; to officers, stew- 
ards and members; to librarians and teach- 
ers interested in workers’ education and 
union problems; and to college graduates 
planning to enter workers’ education or 
other union work. 

Supervisor of the 1949 training course 
will be Agnes M. Douty, of the Georgia 
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Workers’ Education Service. Others work- 
ing with her will include, among others, 
Ernest E. Schwarztrauber, director of the 
School for Workers, Joel Seidman, Univer- 
sity of Chicago, and Max Kampelman, for- 
merly professor of political science, Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, at present legislative 
counsel to Senator Hubert Humphrey of 
Minnesota. 

The curriculum will be divided into four 
main phases: knowing your labor movement; 
building the union with such courses as 
Trends in collective bargaining, American 
labor history, Union administration, Poli- 
tics and the worker; How-to-do-it with 
workshops on publicity, recreation, political 
action and visual materials; and the philos- 
ophy and practice of workers’ education. 

The cost for the entire four-week train- 
ing course will be $125, which covers room, 
board, exclusive of Sunday meals, tuition, 
with free medical care while in attendance. 

Applications may be made to Emest E. 
Schwarztrauber, Director, The University of 
Wisconsin School for Workers, 1214 West 
Johnson Street, Madison 5. 





CIVIL SERVICE LIBRARIAN 
EXAMINATION 


The U. S. Civil Service Commission has 
been accepting applications for several 
months for its Librarian examination; how- 
ever, sufficient eligibles to fill existing va- 
cancies in this field have not yet been ob- 
tained. The Commission therefore wishes to 
bring the examination to the attention of 
qualified persons who have not yet applied. 

The entrance salary for the positions to 
be filled is $2,974 a year, and opportunities 
for advancement are favorable. To qualify, 
applicants must pass a written test and must 
have had appropriate education or training 
in library work. 

Application for the Librarian examination 
will be accepted by the U. S. Civil Service 
Commission, Washington 25, D. C., until 
further notice. Application forms may be 
obtained at most first- and second-class 
Post Offices, from Civil Service Regional 
Offices, or from the Commission’s Washing- 
ton Office. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 
Edited by Orrilla M. Thompson 


Religion and Social Sciences 


Sprigle, Ray. In the land of Jim Crow. 
1949. 215p. Simon & Schuster, $2.50. 
826 
A bitter alarming story of what the 
author saw and experienced during the 
four weeks he spent traveling as a Ne- 
gro through the South. Much of the in- 
formation contained in this account is 
not new but the author’s sincerity may 
convince some who have not believed be- 
fore. Recommended for small libraries. 
(See Booklist 45:329 Je. 1 ’49) 


Stowe, Leland. Target: you. 1949. 
288p. Knopf, $3. 823 
Another attempt, by this author, to 

interest and arouse the average Amer- 
ican to his responsibility to decide the 
course of world events. He points out the 
steps by which we have come into depres- 
sion, wars, and their effects. He warns 
against the dangers that would drag us 
into the net that caught Europe. His an- 
swer is world government through world 
law. An important book. 


Weintraub, Ruth (Goldstein). How se- 
sure these rights? 1949. 215p. 
Doubleday, $2. 296 


This is the carefully documented re- 
port of the Anti-Defamation League of 
B’nai B’rith on anti-Semitism in the 
United States during 1948. It will be use- 
ful to groups studying conditions because 
it deals with patterns of discrimination, 
trends in housing, education, employment, 
social organizations and the press. For 
DD) libraries. (See Booklist 45:328 Je. 
1 ’49 


Useful Arts 


Erwin, Mabel Deane. Clothing for 
moderns. 1949. 589p. illus. Macmil- 
lan, $4.50. 646.2 


Though this book was written as a 
textbook it should have great value in the 
library collection. It gives excellent as- 
sistance with planning the wardrobe, 
shopping for it, preparing patterns, and 
sewing. There is a chapter on fabrics 
that is very good. References at the end 
of each chapter, and an index. Recom- 
mended. 


Gannett, Lewis Stiles. Cream Hill, 
discoveries of a weekend country- 
man. 1949. 191p. illus. Viking, =. 


Author’s country home in Connecticut 
—used on week ends—provides the back- 
ground for this round-the-year account of 
country life. There are views on a vari- 
ety of subjects including local history, 
nature lore, and roof top city gardening. 
(See Booklist 45:253 Ap. 1 ’49) 


Gillies, Mary Davis. How to keep 
house. 1949. 278p. illus. Harper, 
$3.50. 641 
An unusual book to help the homemak- 

er in every phase of her work from ac- 

quiring and moving to a house, through 

a program for getting acquainted with 

the neighbors. Efficient modern methods 

of cleaning, scrubbing, dish washing, do- 
ing the laundry and ironing, shopping 
and entertaining are all included. (See 

Booklist 45:329 Je. 1 °49) 


Harrison, Charles Yale. Thank God 
for my heart attack. 1949. 144p. 
Holt, $2.50. 616.1 


Despite the restrictions placed upon the 
author because of heart ailment he was 
determined to live as near a normal life 
as possible. His experiences and the les- 
sons he learned will benefit many heart 
patients. Recommended. 


Parker, Elinor. Cooking for one. 1949. 
122p. Crowell, $2.50. 641 
Helpful suggestions for the person who 

lives alone—shopping hints, recipes suit- 

able and economical for one, everything 
from soup to dessert. 
There are a number of helpful lists, 

— menus, a calorie chart and an 

index. 


Tolg, Myrtle Rudd. Homemaking can 
be easy. 1949. 95p. illus. Watts, 
$2.50. 640 


Concise information on planning the 
workrooms of the home—the kitchen, the 
closets, sewing room, and the laundry, 
with suggestions for safety and timesav- 
ing methods. The illustrations are par- 
er ad good. (See Bulletin 45:258 Ap. 


Young, John Orr. Adventures in ad- 
vertising. 1949. 207p. Harper, $3. 
659.1 


An interesting success story of a small 
town advertising agency. Will be of voca- 
tional interest for those seeking careers 
in fields of advertising and public rela- 
tions. There is a great deal of comment 
on well-known people and products, with 
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an index which is complete. The book 
should interest the general reader. Rec- 
= (See Booklist 45:309 My. 15 


Fine Arts 


Jacobs, Helen Hull. Gallery of cham- 
pions. 1949. 224p. illus. Barnes, 
$3.75. 796.3 
Sketches of 15 women tennis cham- 

pions of the author’s own era. She has 

evaluated them in the order of their ac- 
complishments, giving the behind-the- 
scenes events and situations which con- 
tributed to their success. She has writ- 
ten with deep understanding of their 
abilities and temperaments. Recommend- 
ed. (See Booklist 45:264 Ap. 1 ’49) 


Montgomery, Dorothy Ford. Essenti- 
als of horsemanship. 1949. 242p. il- 
lus. Harper, $3.50. 798 
This book should be useful to the be- 

ginning and the experienced rider as well 

as the riding instructor. The theme is 
the need for knowledge of the horse as 
basic background for anyone who is to 
be a good rider. It also deals with care 
of the horse; sickness and injuries of 
the horse and gives advice on buying and 
selling, on stabling and boarding. There 

is also information on how to organize a 

horse show. Has a bibliography and an 

index. Recommended for all libraries 

where there is an interest in horses as a 

hobby. (See Booklist 45:338 Je. 1 ’49) 


History 
Gunther, John. Behind the curtain. 
1949. 363p. Harper, $3. 940.55 


A report from Europe—the author’s 
first since the war. The account includes 
his observation on conditions in Italy, 
Greece, Turkey, Czechoslovakia, Poland 
and Russia. He reports his talks with 
key people of all these countries and sug- 
gests some United States policies. Rec- 
ommended for all libraries. (See Book- 
list 45:305 Je. 1 °49) 


Reynolds, oe James. Leave it to 
the people. 1949. 34lp. Random, 
$3.50. 940.55 
A hopeful book that gives the story of 

what the people of Europe are doing and 

thinking in fighting against communism 
and for democracy. The author’s trip 
was made in 1949 and much of this ac- 
count is devoted to what he saw and 
heard in Palestine. He feels that aid from 
the United States has had an encourag- 
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ing effect on their progress. Recommend- 
ed. (See Booklist 45:293 My. 1 ’49) 


Description and Travel 


Gould, John. And one to grow on: re- 
collections of a Maine boyhood. 
1949. 2538p. Morrow, $8. 917.41 
A series of chapters about the folks 

and the customs in a small Maine com- 
munity, and how they helped a boy grow 
up, by the author of Farmer takes a 
wife (BULLETIN D. ’45). He thinks he 
lived in the best possible place and had 
the best possible childhood, and of the 
characters, he says: “The people here 
are real, very real; and I make no refer- 
ence to fictitious persons—living or 
dead.” A book almost everyone will en- 
joy. 

Hanson, Earl Parker. New worlds 
emerging. 1949. 3885p. Duell, $3.50. 

910 
A reply to Osborn’s Our plundered 
planet (BULLETIN, Oct. ’48) and Vogt’s 

Road to survival (BULLETIN, Oct. 748). 

The author discusses the development of 

new frontiers and exploration in the 

tropics and the Arctic. He points out 
their livable qualities and the economic 
advantages of expansion to new worlds. 


Schlesinger, Arthur M. Paths to the 
present. 1949. 302p. Macmillan, $4. 
917.3 
The author examines the United States 
in the light of its background, explain- 
ing national traits, development of gov- 
ernment by party, attitude toward war 
and peace and international relations, by 
the roots from which we come. Deals 
with such items as food, cities, our pro- 
pensity to be “joiners” and to prophesy. 
Interesting and enlightening. Excellent 
notes and index. 


White, Margaret Bourke. Halfway to 
freedom, a report on the new India 
in the words and photographs of the 
author. 1949. 245p. Simon & S., 
$3.50. 915.4 


Again this author and photographer 
has given us a very fine graphic account 
of India as she saw it in 1946, 1947, and 
early 1948 while a correspondent for Life 
Magazine. Though she closes her book 
with the death of Gandhi she is more 
concerned with the people and how inde- 
pendence, that has brought about two 
antagonistic states, has affected their 
lives. Recommended. (See Booklist 45:334 
Je. 1 °49) 
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Eaton, Evelyn Sybil Mary. The north 
star is nearer. 1949. 232p. Farrar, 
$2.75. 


Reminiscences of various incidents in 
the author’s life, beginning as a child in 
Canada. It continues the autobiography 
begun in Every month was May (BUL- 
LETIN, Jan. ’48). Experiences carry her 
through a reporting job around the world 
in the past war. (See Booklist 45:253 
Ap. 1 749) 


Yost, Edna. Frank and Lillian Gil- 
breth: partners for life. 1949. 360p. 
Rutgers Univ. Press, $5. 921 
To those who enjoyed Cheaper by the 

dozen (BULLETIN, Feb. ’49) by two of 

the Gilbreth children, this biography of 
the parents will give a more adequate 
picture; to anyone interested in manage- 
ment and industrial engineering, it will 
give much information in the beginnings 
and Frank Gilbreth’s part in that new 
science; as the story of a marriage that 
was a true and complete partnership, it 
is outstanding. (See Bookklist 45:334, 
Je. 1°49) 


Ziegfeld, Billie Burke. With a feather 
on my nose. 1949. 268p. Appleton- 
Century-Crofts, $3. 921 
The life story of Billie Burke, especi- 

ally after her marriage to Flo Ziegfeld 
in all his erraticism and extravagance 
(his long distance phone bill was $6000 
in one month, after he was almost broke), 
as told to Cameron Shipp. She still ap- 
pears in movies and radio, but the book 
will appeal especially to those who re- 
member her as an actress early in the 
century. Has been serialized. 


Fiction 


Brace, Gerald Warner. A summer's 
tale. 1949. 281p. Norton, $3. 


Romantic, adventurous, fantastic but 
at the same time true to human nature, 
and with a dry humor in its attitude 
toward the world today. This is a story of 
an island off the coast of Maine, unknown 
on any map, but inhabited for 400 years, 
and what may happen when the Navy 
arrives. Recommended to all who enjoy 
a well-written tale. 


Colby, Merle. The big secret. 1949. 


275p. Viking, $3. 
A novel built around debunking Wash- 
ington bureaucracy..A young Maine sci- 
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entist in an attempt to win freedom for 
scientific research is faced with the intri- 
cacies and subterfuges of politics and 
with big business interests putting every 
obstacle in his way. The author (a native 
of Lodi, Wisconsin) has been a govern- 
ment official for some years and writes 
with humor, satire and authenticity. 


Lawrence, Josephine. My heart shall 
a 1949. 30lp. Whittlesey, 
2.75. 


The story revolves around a young 
wife, Patience Garrison, who is in the 
hospital with her first baby. Through her 
visitors, the story of the close circle of 
relatives and their many problems, is 
told. Though no situation has a solution 
they are all in need of some steadfast 
courage, Will appeal to women readers 
= "). fiction. (See Booklist 45:202 F. 


Maltz, Albert. The journey of Simon 
McKeever. 1949. 247p. Little, $2.75. 
Penniless old Simon McKeever resents 

his infirmities and the idleness of his 

days at the Home. Urged on by all these 
irritations he starts to hitch-hike to Los 

Angeles where he hopes to find a cure 

for his arthritis. Not a pleasant picture 

of old age but has a philosophy that will 
interest some readers. Read before rec- 
ommending. 


Roberts, Dorothy James. Marshwood. 
1949. 328p. Appleton-Century- 
Crofts, $3. 

The story of four sisters, after years 
of separation, once more living together 
at home. One night twin babies are left 
on the doorstep and this radically affects 
the life of each woman. Marshwood, the 
old house, plays its part too in changing 
the pattern of life for each sister. Recom- 
mended. (See Booklist 45:314 My. 15 ’49) 


Streeter, Edward. Father of the bride. 
1949. 244p. Simon & Schuster, $2.50 
From the day of her engagement to the 

end of the wedding day, the bride and 
her trousseau, her plans and her wed- 
ding, the in-laws and the guests, and 
especially the effect on his home life and 
his bank account are seen through the 
eyes of the Father of the Bride. The hu- 
mor is pointed up by Gluyas Williams’ 
illustrations. There are also occasional 
pages of real feeling, which may be 
shared by fathers who see their only 
daughter marrying a comparative stran- 
ger. 
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BOOKS FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
Selected and Annotated by Elizabeth Burr 


For Younger Children 


Baker, Elizabeth W. Sonny-boy Sim. 
1949. 3lp. Rand McNally, $1. 
Written in rhythmic prose with a true 

folk tale flavor, this is a story of a 

happy-go lucky boy, who lived in a little 

log cabin deep in the piney woods, with 
his grandma, his grandpappy and his 
hound dog Homer. The animals, tired of 
being chased, taught Sonny-boy a lesson. 

Best for reading aloud or the story teller. 

Grades 3-5 will read it for themselves. 

(See Booklist 45:320 My. 15 ’49) 


Brown, Margaret Wise. The important 
book. 1949. 22p. illus. Harper, (bds.) 
$1.50. 

An usual picture book for the pre- 
school child, introducing familiar things 
with conversation about them to pick out 
the essential characteristic. It has end- 
less possibilities of a continuing word 
game with Leonard Weisgard’s pictures 
to make it a book of beauty. 


Davis, Lavinia Riker. The wild birth- 
day cake. 1949. 49p. illus. Double- 
day, $2.50. 

All the nice things about snring are a 
part of Johnny’s day of adventure in the 
outdoors as he takes a spring hike. He 
looks for a birthday gift for his friend, 
the professor, and finally gives him the 
lame wild duck that he catches and wants 
for himself so badly. Kindergarten and 
Grades 1-3. 


Garbutt, Katherine. Hodie. 1949. 42p. 
illus. Aladdin Books, $1.75. 


An unusual picture story-book of a 
city poodle, learning to be a farm dog. 
The contrast between his well-clipped 
body and the farm animals adds an amus- 
ing note. The farmer discovers that Ho- 
die is a help in herding the turkeys, that 
he is a happy dog and enjoys work. Good 
reading aloud for pre-school and kinder- 
fo age. (See Booklist 45:320 My. 15 


Holberg, Ruth (Langland). Rowena 
Carey. 1949. 242p. illus. Doubleday, 


$2.50. 


Chubby nine year old Rowena, the 
youngest of four sisters, lives in Rock- 
port, Massachusetts, and looks down on 
the summer visitors that come to this 
artist colony. The development of her 
friendship with a young Alabama lad, 
her intense interest in horses and the fun 


and scrapes of a happy year will make 
good reading for fourth and fifth grad- 
ers. 


Palazzo, Tony. Susie the cat. 1949. 
50p. illus. Viking, $2.50. 

The illustrator of Timothy Turtle 
(now reissued by Viking) has written 
and illustrated a winning cat picture- 
story book with brief text and big pic- 
tures in alternate two-color combinations. 
Susie’s visit to the circus with her young 
master results in a circus of their own. 
Pre-school and kindergarten. (See Book- 
list 45:321 My. 15 ’49) 


Politi, Leo. Song of the swallows. 
1949. [80p.] illus. Scribner, (bds.) 
$2. 


Juan, a small boy of Capistrano, loves 
the stories that Julian, the gardener and 
bell-ringer at the Mission, tells him, and 
the return of the swallows each year on 
St. Joseph’s day. A picture story book 
with the same sweetness and tenderness 
and blending of text with colorful illus- 
trations in soft tones as the author’s 
Pedro (BULLETIN, Feb. ’47) and Juanita 
(BULLETIN, Mar. ’49). (See Booklist 
45:285 Ap. 15 ’49) 


Renick, Marion. The Dooleys play 
ball. 1949. 165p. illus. Scribner, 
$2.25. 796 
All the seven male members of the 

Dooley family, with the exception of the 

baby, live and breathe softball. When 

cousin Linda comes to live with them she 
is determined to learn and to play on her 
special cousin’s team. The story is easy 
to read (grades 3-5), gives a feeling of 
family solidarity and many hints on how 
to play softball. (See Booklist 45:299 
My. 1 ’49) 


Tatham, Campbell. The first book of 
automobiles. 1949. 45p. illus. Watts, 
$1.50. 629.2 
A useful book on all the kinds of cars, 

their parts and what makes them run, 

with many pictures, for fathers to read 
to small sons and daughters. 3d and 4th 

— will want to read it for them- 

selves. 


For Older Boys and Girls 


Beeler, Nelson Frederick. Experi- 
ments with electricity. 1949. 145p. 
illus. Crowell, $2.50. 621.3 
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The authors, experienced teachers of 
science, present twenty-five practical and 
safe experiments in electricity through 
detailed directions, diagrams and lucid 
explanations of the scientific principles 
involved. Materials needed are listed at 
the beginning of each chapter. Grades 
5-8. (See Booklist 45:320 My. 15 ’49) 


Bethers, Ray. Magic of oil. 1949. 48p. 
illus. Aladdin Books, $2. 665.5 
This photographic picture book with 

one page of text for each picture tells the 

story of oil from its discovery to its many 
modern and future uses. Bound in boards 

with cloth strip. Grades 4-6. 


Fennimore, Stephen. Bush _ holiday. 
1949. 242p. illus. Doubleday, $2.59. 
Seen through the eyes of an American 

lad, this is a fascinating introduction to 

many aspects of Australia, including its 
bird and animal life and a small ranch in 
the “bush” country. Martin’s friendship 
with Penny makes it a story for girls as 
well as boys. His growth in courage from 
the time he first walks the single log 
bridge until he acts like a real “bush” boy 
when he gets lost in the gum forest and 
then later helps to save the ranch from 
fire, finally proves himself to Penny’s 
brother. Grades 5-8. (See Booklist 45:320 
My. 15 ’49) 


Havighurst, Walter. Song of the pines 
1949. 205p. illus. Winston, $2.50. 
This pioneer story of Norwegian lum- 

bering in Wisconsin is the latest title, in 

the Land of the Free series. Nils’ story 
begins with sketching in of his Nor- 
wegian background and continues with 
his life in Wisconsin as a knife grinder 
and a part of a lumber camp. The theme 
is the song of the pines, the pines of both 
worlds that sing ‘“Norway-Norway. 
American-America. Yesterday-yesterday. 
Tomorrow-tomorrow.” 


Henderson, Margaret G. It happenea 
here. 1949. 266p. illus. State Histor- 
ical Society of Wisconsin, $2. 977.5 
Subtitled: Stories of Wisconsin. The 

book was written by three teachers of 

the Public Schools of Green Bay for 
elementary students to read “just for 
fun” or studied in connection with 
planned units of school work. Although 

a textbook in form, the illustrations, for- 

mat, good type and manner in which it 

is written, will lead to its use for the 
first purpose—reading “just for fun.” 


Kjelgaard, James Arthur. Kalak of the 
ice. 1949. 201p. illus. Holiday, $2.50. 


The land north of the Arctic Circle 
with its bear and seal, whale and walrus 
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and the men who live among them is pre- 
sented in this thrilling story of Kalak, 
the great polar bear. Known as the “mist 
bear,” she fights to protect her cubs and 
finally eludes Agtuk, the great hunter of 
the Endorahs, to take her babies into the 
inaccessible ice fields. Grades 6-8. 


Montgomery, Elizabeth Rider. The 
story behind modern books. 1949. 
208p. Dodd, $2.50. 028.5 
Excellent sketches of modern children’s 

authors, showing the backgrounds, influ- 
ences and personal preferences’ which 
make them write the books they did. Use- 
ful for the background for library book 
talks and for 5th to 8th graders interest- 
ed in knowing more about their favorite 
authors. 


Robinson, Gertrude. The sign of the 
golden fish. 1949. 207p. illus. Win- 


ston, $2.50. 

Subtitled: A story of the Cornish fish- 
erman in Maine. This title in the Land 
of the Free series is laid during the peri- 
od of Cromwell in England, and the 
founding of Portland, then called Machi- 
gonne in the new world. Full of action, 
good characterization and imaginative 
style, it is a book of a little known colon- 
ization for older boys and girls. 


Shouisky, Judith. Ali of Baku. 1949. 
213p. Crowell, $2.50. 

The author, born in Turkistan Russia, 
is now a Kenosha resident. Azerbaijan 
is a new scene in children’s books; the 
intolerance is the same theme that ap- 
pears in many of our children’s books; 
however this time it is the Christian that 
is rejected in a Mohammedan country. 
Ali’s desire to learn about medicine pro- 
vides the motivating force for a story 
full of hardships, adventure and action. 
teed 6-8. (See Booklist 45:321 My. 15 


For Young People 


Decker, Duane. Hit and run. 1949. 
188p. Mill and Morrow, $2.50. 

Big league baseball provides the back- 
ground for this story of Chip Fiske’s 
struggle to win out over his tendency to 
fight out his resentments when the stands 
and the team ride him for his slight 
physique and his different method of 
playing baseball. His friendship with the 
Negro player on the team, even though 
Chip loses his right field position to him 
for a time, aids Chip to become a “big 
league” player in spirit and action. (See 
Booklist 45:297 My. 1 ’49) 


June, 1949 


Evans, Hubert. North to the unknown. 
1949. 224p. illus. Dodd, $2.75. 921 
The achievements and adventures of 

David Thompson begin with his coming 

to North America, a charity boy, articled 

to the Hudson’s Bay Company and end 
with his accomplishments in surveying 
and exploring that made him, according 
to Washington, “the greatest land geog- 
rapher who ever lived.” This well written 
biography of a little known figure in 

North American exploration is filled with 

dogged courage, loyalty to scientific 

truth, and adventure. 


Hudnut, Elisabeth Ann. You can al- 
ways tell a freshman. 1949. 180p. 
illus. Dutton, $2.50. 876 


How to get the most out of your col- 
lege years, including roommates, study 
schedules, making friends, dating, faculty 
contacts, finances, etc., and the lasting 
values of the college experience. Written 
and illustrated by two recent college 
graduates, the book will help the college- 
bound girl off to a right start. 


Runbeck, Margaret Lee. Pink magic. 
1949. 23lp. Houghton, $2.75. 
Wholesome 16 year old Ursula Prow- 

der is sent to Mexico to study art for the 

summer, highly chaperoned and with two 

17 years olds who have begun to practice 

“pink magic”—definition—allure, appeal. 

Her hilarious adventures, as she develops 

into a “dangerous woman” will appeal to 

older girls and the gentle satire will in- 
terest parents of all adolescents. (See 

Booklist 45:319 My. 15 ’49) 


Professional Books 


The New York Public Library has just 
published a fourth edition of Stories: a 
list of stories to tell and read aloud, com- 
piled by Eulalie Steinmetz, supervisor of 
story telling. The list is annotated, alpha- 
betically arranged and followed by a sub- 
ject index. Order: New York Public Li- 
brary, 75c. 

The Boys and Girls Department, Car- 
negie Library of Pittsburg, has prepared 
and published a sixth edition of Stories 
to tell to children. Three new features 
are: stories suitable for radio story tell- 
ing, a list of stories to tell with record- 
ings, and a list of aids for the story tell- 
¢ Order: Carnegie Library of Pittsburg, 

1. 


Pamphlets 


Witty, Paul A. Streamline your read- 
ing. (Life Adjustment Booklet) Sci- 
ence Research Associates, 75c. 
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“Dr. Witty, an expert in the reading 
field, discusses in this booklet the prob- 
lems connected with reading. Because 
reading is such a basic learning technique 
as well as a means of personal pleasure, 
effective reading should be developed by 
young people. Questions brought up in- 
clude the importance of effective reading, 
studying reading needs, factors in good 
reading. the importance of balanced pro- 
gram of reading, and how to improve 
one’s reading rate, vocabulary, and com- 
prehension.”—Science Research. 


Childcraft 


Field Enterprises, Inc., has loaned the 
Commission Office a copy of the new edi- 
tion of Childeraft on interlibrary loan. It 
will be available for examination in the 
office and at the Workshop. A review will 
appear in the next issue of the Bulletin. 
The Childcraft Advisory Service leaflets 
are also available. They answer ques- 
tions specifically asked to meet particular 
problems of parents. 


Seatmates, by Mary Katharine Reely 

Miss Reely writes, “Seatmates has 
been delayed by a strike in an offset 
printing plant in—of all places—Ver- 
mont.” The book jacket that she enclosed 
shows a charming picture of Kate and 
Lily, sitting in their double-seat, one of 
the Eloise Wilkin’s illustrations for the 
book. It is to be published by Watts, $2. 

P. S. The review copy of Seatmates 
came while I was on vacation. Jane, age 
8, and John, age 5, and I had a wonder- 
ful time reading it aloud. Jane read the 
first page or two of each chapter with 
no difficulty except for words like ane- 
mone and hepatica (that means that the 
reading level will include grades 2-5). 
When the book was finished, both young- 
sters said, “Let’s read it again” with a 
fervor that would have warmed Miss 
Reely’s heart. They thoroughly identified 
themselves with the boys and girls in the 
story, in fact I heard John using Kate 
as an imaginary playmate. 

Jane’s favorite chapter was the story 
of Kate and Lily skipping school to go 
for a ride in the cutter and the punish- 
ment that teacher devised, but she was 
also intrigued with the visits to the li- 
brary, Kate learning to skate, and the 
paper dolls and her own “Authors” 
game. She wished that they had double 
seats at her school so she could have a 
seat mate. The incident of the girls re- 
moving their winter underwear when 
spring came was a lot of fun for me 
when I realized anew that these young- 
sters knew nothing about the perils and 
suffering from long winter underwear. 
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John is a sensitive little boy and he 
was bothered with Tottie’s loss of a 
mother and father and that she had no 
name, and pleased when she chose one. 
He loved the marble games, and wants a 
“snowflake” of his own. His favorite was 
the story of the joint Christmas tree that 
all the churches had together. He told 
me that their church Santa Claus didn’t 
call out the names of all the boys and 
girls like Kate’s Santa Claus did—they 
just marched around in a line and Santa 


Wisconsin Library Bulletin 


Claus gave them their packages. 

You can see how thoroughly these two 
youngsters identified themselves with 
Miss Reely’s story that they enjoyed par- 
ticularly because it really happened. 
Eloise Wilkin’s pictures added to the 
charm and the realness of the book for 
them. I am thinking that many boys and 
girls will react in the same way. Thank 
you, Mary K. Reely, for this story about 

ate. 





LEGISLATION 


The Wisconsin State Legislature has passed the Library Demonstration Bill 
granting to the Wisconsin Library Commission $50,000 annually for three years 
with which to carry out a demonstration of county or regional library service. 
The operating budget of the Commission has been increased by approximately 
21% for the biennium, and the salary of the executive secretary raised from 
$5,000 to $6,500. 


Our hats are off to the Wisconsin Library Association for its courage in 
making the decision to devote practically their total resources to the legislative 
program and for their wisdom in sending Margie Sornson to Madison for the 
perod of the legislative session. 


Margie has demonstrated that a sincere belief in her cause, and patience, 
perseverance and perspicacity are essential to good and successful lobbying— 
of course the hat with the red poppy helped! Margie and her hat will long be 
remembered by those who have “been through” this rather tumultuous legis 
lative session. A. F. 
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